
Philosophy 350: Metaphysics 
 

Brock Baines PHIL 350 / 16101  
bbaines@uoregon.edu MW 12pm − 1:50 pm  
Office Hours: Wednesday  2pm − 4pm   McKenzie Hall 121   
SCH 161 
 
Course Description: 
 
Metaphysics has been characterized in many ways over the course of its long history. 
Philosophers have disagreed fundamentally over what the aim, subject matter and method of 
metaphysics is or should be. Some have even questioned the very possibility of the discipline 
itself. This course will introduce students to the work of a number of the key figures in the 
history of metaphysics. It will be especially focused on their arguments over what the questions 
of metaphysics ought to be, how it should proceed in trying to answer them and what value those 
answers are supposed to have for our lives. This will allow students to become acquainted with 
the ways philosophers have attempted to treat many of the issues and problems typically thought 
to belong to the discipline of metaphysics, including: the nature and existence of God, the nature 
of being qua being, the existence of the physical world, realism and idealism, freedom of the 
will, mind and body, and human nature. 
 
Texts to Purchase:  
Aristotle. The Metaphysics (Penguin, 1999). 
Immanuel Kant Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics (Hackett, 2001).  
Martin Heidegger. Introduction to Metaphysics (Yale, 2014). 
Peter Strawson. Analysis and Metaphysics: An Introduction to Philosophy (1992). 
 
All texts are available at the Duckstore. All other readings will be made available on Canvas.  
 
Course Structure, Requirements, and Policies:  
Participation:  
Lectures will presuppose familiarity with the text. Coming prepared to discuss the assigned text 
and participating in class discussions are requirements. 
 
Attendance:  
You are expected to attend class regularly and promptly. Some excused absences are allowed, but a 
pattern of absences will significantly lower your participation grade. 
 
Written Work:  
You will be expected to write four essays  of 4-5 pages in length (double-spaced, 12 pt. font) on 
topics related to the course readings. Paper prompts will be distributed via Canvas. You will be 
expected to cite texts that you are quoting and paraphrasing, or using as reference appropriately. 
 
All papers must be uploaded by the time indicated on Canvas.   
 



Statement on Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional unacknowledged use of someone else’s work as one’s 
own in all forms of academic endeavor (essays, theses, examinations, research data, creative 
projects, and so on). Plagiarized material may be derived from books, journals,  
Internet postings, student or faculty papers, and so on including the purchase or “outsourcing” of 
written assignments. Plagiarism is grounds for failing the course. 
See: http://www.libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/. 
 
Grading Standard: 
 

A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. B = 
good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way. C = OK. 
Some errors, but basic grasp of the material.  
D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material.  
F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or 
complete lack of effort. 

 
Grading:   
Class participation 20%  
  
Essays (4) 80% (20% each) 
 
Accommodation for a Disability:  
If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please 
make arrangements to meet with us soon. 
 
Note on Recording Sessions:  
You must request permission to record any session. The recording is for personal use and cannot 
not be disseminated – e.g.: posted online, sent as an email attachment to others, etc. 
 
Senate Task Force to Address Sexual Violence and Survivor Support:  
The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 
harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. If 
you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate 
partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know 
that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, 
accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, 
helping with legal protective orders, and more. If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you 
can call 541-346-SAFE, or visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu. 
 
Schedule of Readings:  
The schedule of readings and (in rare cases, if need be) paper due dates is subject to change during 
the quarter with advance notice via email and following the University’s examination policies. 
 
Wk. 1  
M Introduction to Metaphysics 
 
W Aristotle, Metaphysics (Book 1, Ch. 1-3, Book 2, All)  
  
Wk. 2   
M Aristotle, Metaphysics (Book 4, All, Book 6, All) 



 
W  Aristotle, Metaphysics (Book 6, All, Book 7, All)  
  
Wk. 3  
M Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics (pg. 1-15) [Canvas]   
 
W Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics (pg. 16-27)[Canvas] 
  [First paper due] 
Wk. 4  
M Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding  
  
W Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 
 
Wk. 5  
M   Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics 
  
W Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics 

  
 
Wk. 6  
M Heidegger, Introduction to Metaphysics  

 
W Heidegger, Introduction to Metaphysics 
  [Second Paper Due] 
 
Wk. 7   
M Carnap, "The Elimination of Metaphysics" [Canvas] 
 
W Quine,  "On What there is" [Canvas] 
  
Wk. 8  
M Strawson, Analysis and Metaphysics 
 
W Strawson, Analysis and Metaphysics  

 
 
Wk. 9 
M  Rorty, "A pragmatist view of Contemporary Analytic Philosophy [Canvas] 
 
W  Haslanger, "Feminism and Metaphysics" [Canvas] 
  [Third Paper Due] 
 
Wk. 10 
M  Haslanger, Feminism and Metaphysics (Canvas) 
 
W  Review and Conclusion 
 
Finals Week  
T Final Paper Due 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 


